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Farmers Market & SNAP
• Farmers Markets account for less than .01% of SNAP sales 

Nationally

• West Virginia receives over $480 million in SNAP benefits 
annually

• What would the impact on West Virginia’s economy be if 
.01% of SNAP benefits were spent locally?



In the Summer of 2015, 
A SNAP at the Farmers 
Market Campaign took 

place in 22 Counties
(billboard, Radio, flyer, brochures, 

yard signs tastings)



SNAP Access/Campaign Reach



THIS RESULTED IN NO 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN 

SNAP SALES

WHY CAN’T WE GET 
FOLKS WITH SNAP TO 

SHOP AT THE MARKET?



Alternative Farmers Market 
Approaches

• School-based farmers markets
• Childcare-based farmers markets/CSA
• Produce Prescriptions



Next Steps:

• Partnership with WV Food and Farm Coalition to launch a 3 year statewide farmers 
market campaign

• Pilot “Farm to Childcare” in partnership with American Heart Association and WV 
Healthy Children Project

• Increase focus on WIC redemptions


