
YOUR ACADEMY IN 

ACTION: 2023

Lauri Wright,  PhD, RDN, LDN, FAND
President Elect, 2022-2023

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

West Virginia Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics

April 27, 2023



Today’s 

Objectives Activities

Successes

Recent 

Developments





In January: Academy at 

Nasdaq
…Strong 

advocates for 

programs that 

have been 

proven effective 

in improving 

health through 

research, 

education and 

advocacy…



 Strategic partnership to reduce 

health disparities for African 

Americans 

 Memorandum of understanding 

highlights impact of food and 

nutrition

 Creating awareness: careers 

and leadership roles in food and 

nutrition

 Diversify workforce for

competency and relatability

 New toolkit: Eat Well, Live Well, 

Be Well 

Important New 

Alliance: National 

Baptist Convention 

USA



New Toolkit 

Provides 

Resources

eatrightPRO.org/practice/dietetics-

resources/general-health-and-

wellness/eat-well-live-well-be-well-toolkit



Wylecia Wiggs Harris

PhD, CAE 

 Joins Academy July 1

 30+ years of experience

 CEO at American Health Information 

Management Association since 2018

 Co-created transformational strategy to 

enhance impact, relevance and visibility of 

League of Women Voters U.S. and 700+ 

affiliate units

 Named by Modern Healthcare as a 2021 Top 

Diversity Leader, 2022 Top Women Leader

Academy’s New Chief 

Executive Officer

Visionary Leader for Organizational 
and Cultural Change



Advocating & Supporting Members



As of February: 313 sites in 38 
states and Puerto Rico

 Culture and value shift

 Elevating RDN leadership

 Maximizing clinician 
resources

 Reporting quality measures

 Advancing nutrition 
standards

eatrightPRO.org/malnutrition

Malnutrition: Our Commitment



Significant MQii Wins

eatrightPRO.org/malnutrition

 June 2021: GMCS endorsed by 
National Quality Forum Consensus 
Standards Approval Committee 

 August 2022: Global Malnutrition 
Composite Score (GMCS) published in 
CMS Final Rule for inpatient and long-
term hospitals 



Early April 
2022:

FY 2023 IPPS 
Proposed Rule 

Release

Early August 
2022:

FY 2023 IPPS 
Final

Rule Release

October 1, 
2023:

FY 2023 IPPS 
Final Rule 

Implemented

60-day public 
comment 
window

January 1, 
2024:

FY 2023 IQR 
Program 
Changes 

Implemented

FY 2023 IPPS final rule was released on 08/01/2022

Contains exciting updates to the Hospital IQR Program 
with specific implications for RDNs

GMCS Reporting Begins in 2024

eatrightPRO.org/malnutrition



Food Insecurity Practice Tips

eatrightPRO.org/practice/quality-management/competence-case-studies-practice-tips

 November 2021: Food Insecurity Improvement Activity 
included in 2022 Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule



And More!

13



Advocating for All



• FULLY LEVERAGE TRAINING AND SKILLS OF

NUTRITION AND DIETETICS PRACTITIONERS

IN ALL SETTINGS

• ENSURE ALL HAVE ACCESS TO SERVICES

• INVEST IN PREVENTION, REDESIGN FOOD

AND NUTRITION EXPERIENCE

• FULLY FUND DIETARY GUIDELINES FOR

AMERICANS PROCESS AND ASSOCIATED

RESEARCH

• STRENGTHEN AND EXPAND FEDERAL

NUTRITION PROGRAMS



• FIRST STEP OF MANY: 

END HUNGER AND INCREASE

HEALTHFUL EATING AND PHYSICAL

ACTIVITY BY 2030

• FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES COMING

• WE CAN MAKE A HUGE

DIFFERENCE

EATRIGHTPRO.ORG/ADVOCACY

KNOWLEDGE 

AND EXPERIENCE 

TO MAKE GOALS 

A REALITY



• WELL-BEING AND PREVENTION

• NUTRITION CARE AND HEALTH

SYSTEMS

• NUTRITION SECURITY AND

FOOD SAFETY

• DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

POLICY AND 

ADVOCACY 

FOCUS AREAS

EATRIGHTPRO.ORG/ADVOCACY



• ADVOCATING FOR TOP POLICY AND

PRIORITIES

• MEDICAL NUTRITION THERAPY

EXPANSION

• CHILD NUTRITION

IN MARCH: 

NUTRITION 

AND 

DIETETICS 

ADVOCACY 

SUMMIT



• INAUGURAL VIRTUAL EVENT

• MORE THAN HALF OF AFFILIATE

POLICY LEADERS ATTENDED

• INTEREST IN STATE ISSUES AND

ADVOCACY

• HIGH OVERALL ACCEPTANCE

RECAP: FIRST 

STATE SUMMIT 

IN NOVEMBER 
2022



• POTENTIAL SOLUTION TO

FACILITATE COST-EFFECTIVE

INTERSTATE PRACTICE FOR RDNS

• GRANT FROM DEPARTMENT OF

DEFENSE

• WORKING CLOSELY WITH COUNCIL

OF STATE GOVERNMENTS

• PROCESS IS ONGOING

• ACADEMY WILL CONTINUE TO

PROVIDE UPDATES

EXPLORING

LICENSURE 
COMPACT



• SIX MEMBERS SELECTED FOR ADVISORY

COMMITTEE

 ALINE ANDRES, PHD, RD

 CAROL BYRD-BREDBENNER, PHD, RD, 

FAND

 TERESA FUNG, SCD, RD

 DEANNA HOELSCHER, PHD, RDN, LD, CNS, 

FISBNPA

 HOLLIE RAYNOR, PHD, RD, LDN

 CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR, PHD, RDN, LD, 

FAND

• WWW.DIETARYGUIDELINES.GOV

• JOIN ACADEMY’S DIETARY GUIDELINES

AFFINITY GROUP

ACADEMY’S 

INVOLVEMENT: 

DIETARY 

GUIDELINES 

FOR 
AMERICANS



• EXPANDING ACCESS TO MEDICAL

NUTRITION THERAPY

 MEDICAL NUTRITION THERAPY

WORKS© TOOLKIT

 POWER OF PAYMENT 2.0

• CONTINUED FOCUS ON INTEGRATION OF

NUTRITION CARE INTO HEALTH SYSTEM

• COLLABORATION WITH FEDERAL, STATE

PRIVATE PAYERS

• CODING AND VALUATION FOR RDN-LED

SERVICES

• INFORM KEY POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

AFFECTING NUTRITION CARE IN HEALTH

CARE ENVIRONMENT

NUTRITION 

SERVICES 
COVERAGE



• RESPOND TO ACTION ALERTS

• LEARN THE POLICY ISSUES

• ATTEND ADVOCACY MEETINGS

• JOIN AFFINITY GROUPS

YOUR ROLE AS 
AN ADVOCATE

EATRIGHTPRO.ORG/ADVOCACY



• CREATED IN 2021

• NUTRITION SECURITY

• MNT EXPANSION

• HEALTH EQUITY

• MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH

• DIETARY GUIDELINES: ADDED IN 2022

• LICENSURE INITIATIVES

• REIMBURSEMENT AND PAYMENT: NEW

IN 2023

JOIN AN 

AFFINITY 
GROUP

EATRIGHTPRO.ORG/ADVOCACY/TAKE-

ACTION/GRASSROOTS-RESOURCES/JOIN-

THE-ACADEMY-AFFINITY-GROUPS

MEMBERS OF NUTRITION

SECURITY AFFINITY GROUP



Academy Foundation
For Members, By Members



Academy and 

Foundation: 

A Shared Vision

Impact
Invest

Empower

Scholarships

Research

Collaborate 

Awards

Fellowships

Nutrition

Philanthropy

Global

Optimize

Innovate

Engage

eatrightFoundation.org

A world where all 

people thrive 

through the 

transformative 

power of food and 

nutrition



The Impact You 

Make



Make a 

Difference in 

the Lives of 

Hundreds of 

Members 
eatrightFoundation.org





EATRIGHTFNCE.ORG



63 Countries and Territories 

Represented at FNCE 2022



Multiple Options to Engage

In-Person

• Full onsite 

experience

• Inclusive of all 

FNCE has to offer

Virtual

• Live via virtual 

platform 

• Curated content

• Education and 

poster focus

On-Demand

• 3-4 weeks post-

FNCE®

• Bundled topic 

packages

• Individual sessions

In May: eatrightFNCE.org 



Forge a Future 

That Is Innovative, 

Adaptable, 

Shapes a New 

Generation

“IGNITE THE RESILIENCE AND PASSION

THAT HAS ALWAYS BURNED WITHIN US.”



Thank you!
l.wrightrdn@gmail.com


